THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
was in the throes not only of a grave financial crisis
but of a political one as well (when the first National
Government was being formed), Japan took, by the
invasion of Manchuria, the first step in what was in
fact a comprehensive defiance to the West-which
included the United States - and the assertion of
Japanese hegemony in Asia, tearing up treaties,
announcing that the Far East was her pigeon and ask-
ing us what we proposed to do about it- Note the
degree of Japanese defiance. By 1934 ^e Japanese
Government was able formally to give notice to the
world that 'Japan reserved to herself a special posi-
tion5 in China; that she would oppose energetically
any move towards interference in or assistance given
to that country by the Western Powers; that, in effect,
an Asiatic Monroe Doctrine would be applied in full
by Japan in her relations with the Asiatic mainland.
On the occasion of Japan's formal withdrawal from
the League Mr. Matsuoko informed the Press that
Anyone will recognise that no power on earth can
check our advance. The sooner it is realised and the
world powers recognise it, the better it will be for the
welfare of the world.
A year later a high official in Tokyo sums up the
position:
Europe and America possess no more political in-
terests in East Asia than we possess in the European
or American continents.
The assertion of this Japanese Monroe Doctrine has
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